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NORDIC TEXTILE MEETING IN BERGEN 30.3-3.4 2016	
 - THE VALUE OF TEXTILE ART/ADDED VALUES	
 
 
Organizers: Nordic Textile Art, NTA, www.nordictextleart.net in collaboration with 
Bergen Academy of Art and Design, KHiB, www.khib.no 
 
Introduction: Nordic Textile Art wants to create forums for discussions about 
contemporary textile art. Our 2016 conference is placed in Norway this year. The annual 
meetings are held circulating in the Nordic countries.  
The Value of Textile Art is the conference theme with an extra - Added Values. It is a 
follow up for the Nordic Textile Meeting in Helsinki 2015 where the conference theme 
The Value of Textile Art started. The artistic idea of the project is to shed light upon the 
theme from different aspects by seminars, workshops, exhibitions and educational visits. 
A clear change in the society can be noted, the interest and knowledge about textiles is 
increasing. Many artists use either textile materials, textile techniques or textile 
expressions in their artistry. 
 
Short notes on the speakers  
 
Gunvor Nervold Antonsen (Norway) 
Winner of the Nordic Award in Textiles 2015. Her latest exhibition The Poetry of Hybrids 
is on show at Textilmuseet i Borås until 24.3.2016. She has a Master Degree from KHiB in 
2001 and been very active as an artist ever since.  In her expressive artworks in all 
dimensions she make use of different materials based on her relation to the textile 
medium. More information: www.gunvornervoldantonsen.com 
  
Annika Ekdahl (Sweden) 
Winner of the Nordic Award in Textiles 2014. Annika Ekdahl  is a highly rewarded artist 
mainly using the original tapestry technique as her medium for Fine Art. She was a 
visiting professor at the University of Gothenburg until 2011, but first of all she is a very 
productive artist with a remarkable strength in her expressive works telling stories. They 
are often related to the past, but have a very contemporary presence and value. Example: 
The Graduation Party celebrates her time as professor and brings to life her appreciation 
for her students and fellows in this huge and the time-consuming work of contemporary 
art. More information: www.annikaekdahl.se 
 
Tuija Teiska (Finland) 
Student at the Academie of Fine Art in Helsinki, Master program of Visual art. 
More information: tuijateiska.com  
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Linda Fagerström (Sweden) 
Key note speaker ”The Value of Textile Art - Added Values”  
Linda Fagerström; art critic, PhD in art history.  
More information: www.lindafagerstrom.se 
 
ETN, European Textile Network,  
”The past, the present the future.” Lala de Dios, Christina Leitner and Andreas Selzer. 
Board Members of ETN: Lala de Dios Textile Artist from Madrid, President of ETN, 
Christina Leitner and Andreas Selzer from Textile Zentrum Haslach in Austria. 
www.textiles-zentrum-haslach.at 
The European Textile Network (ETN) is bringing together artists, designers, craft 
people, authors, carriers of cultural heritage, lecturers, researchers and textile enthusiasts 
in order to promote the exchange of information and experiences, to encourage the 
cooperation in projects and to arrange meetings. http://etn-net.org/etn/index.htm 
 
Aashild Grana (Norway) 
Dean at the Department of Fine Art at Bergen Academy of Art and Design. 
 
Jon Pettersen (Norway) 
Associate Professor of Textile at Bergen Academy of Art and Design with weaving as his 
main subject. As an artist and designer the jacquard technique has been in focus for 
many years, including the digital tools and methods for exploring this medium. His 
experience and confidence with industrial looms has been used to establish an extended 
workshop for himself as well as his students. More information. www.jonpettersen.com 
 
Kari Dyrdal (Norway) 
www.khib.no/norsk/om-khib/ansatte/faglig-ansatte-ved-avdeling-for-kunst/kari-dyrdal 
Textile Artist and Professor at Textile at Bergen Academy of Art and Design. Kari 
Dyrdal has spent many years studying digital tools and pattern formation. 
 
Networking session - Poster exhibition  
Present yourself on a poster. Size A1. Material - your choice.  
Bring your poster to the Nordic Textile Meeting and find a space at the KHiB.  
 
Workshop 
 

Weaving High Tech and Low Tech. Intensive courses by Åse Eriksen and Jon 
Pettersen.  
Limited groups. KHiB, Vevsalen 4 etg. Marken 37 

Workshop 1. Wednesday March 30 th  8 participants. 
Workshop 2. Sunday April 3rd  8 participants. 

 
Content and intentions:  
To give brief and practical introductions in weaving on manual looms in the workshop, 
making it possible to weave out motives in very different ways. On one side the very old 
methods from China: Jin/tabby – Jin/twill – Han Qi / Han damask – Taquete and 
samitum. 
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Åse Eriksen has been studying these methods for many years and found practical ways 
of adjusting the loom for the process of weaving. 
 
On the opposite side, the computer-based methods are available on the digital looms 
TC-1, TC-2 and the old, but updated jacquard loom.  This jacquard, with 400 hooks was 
installed at the academy in 1990 and has been in use as the technology was invented in 
1804, including the punching of cards.  Last year the loom was brought into a digital new 
future, and the time-consuming drafting and punching of cards is history. 
 
Jon Pettersen is dedicated to this part of the course and will guide you through some 
easy experiments from Photoshop to the choice of weaves and yarns for the shuttles to 
run. 
 
During the workshop day we recommend the participants to concentrate on one 
of these opposite groups of methods. Please, make it clear what you prefer. 
  
Åse Eriksen (Norway) 
Åse Eriksen has been an active weaving artist since her education in Bergen in the early 
80s. Her interest in historical methods in weaving has given her a unique background for 
her of artistic explorations, but also to understand the secrets of ancient weaving 
methods. From this she is a valuable resource in co-operation with other research fellows 
from the academic fields. More information. http://kirketekstiler.com/teknikker.htm 
  
Visits and excursions (optional) 
 
Textile Walk. Thursday March 31st  
Textile walk will take us to see some of the most interesting pieces of textile art in public 
premises in the heart of the City of Bergen. The participants of this tour will see Else 
Marie Jacobsen “Den Røde Tråd”  (1982) Science Building UiB. and Kari Dyrdal: 
“Ornament” (2015)  Aula at Natural Science at UiB.  
www.uib.no/kunst/77542/norges-største-billedvev  
www.uib.no/kunst/82176/ny-utsmykning-til-aulaen 
www.bt.no/kultur/Na-er-storstuen-klar-3428330.html#&gid=1&pid=1 
 
10.00 o ´clock starts the Textile walk from Hotel Terminus and will be guided by Åse 
Eriksen from the meeting point to the University of Bergen where Kari Dyrdal will 
present the works.  
 
Kari Dyrdal Professor at KHiB will present her latest commission work at the 
University in Bergen On the guided walk she will also give an introduction the textile 
artwork “Den Røde Tråd” created by Else Marie Jacobsen. In this work the artist celebrates 
the art-history of tapestry of Norway. 
 
Textile countryside tour Thursday March 31 st 
Galleri Langegården, Soloexhibition by Kari Hjerholm  
Galleri Langegården, situated in the beautiful countryside of Norway. This is a tour for 
you who are interested in viewing the Nordic landscape. http://www.langegaarden.no 
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Kari Hjertholm (Norway) has her education from Bergen Academy of Art and Design 
(textile), The Academy i Bergen and Valands Konsthögskola in Gothenburg, Sweden 
(painting). She worked in her studio in USF for many years, but from 2013 she has her 
workingspace in her workshop next to her house.  
In her solo exhibition at Galleri Langegården you can see textile work, including one 
of a monumental caracter. Her adjusted tapestry techniques gives her work a remarkably 
soft and still expressive character. http://karihjertholm.no 
 
Textile Industry Tour Friday April 1 st  
Hillesvåg Ullvarefabrik. wool spinning mill. www.hifa.no 
Hillesvåg Ullvarefabrikk AS has been in business for more than 100 years. Keeping up the 
production of yarn from local wool they provide the knitting and weaving field with their 
specialities.  The growing interest for domestic raw materials and the factory´s capacity 
and competence makes them very attractive even for contemporary design and fashion.  
 
Oleana, Ytre Arna www.oleana.no 
Oleana AS was founded in 1992, in a period of outsourcing the European textile industry. 
Oleana´s opposite approach and brave strategy has given remarkable results. Their in-
house designer Solveig Hisdal has been responsible for their collections of high artistic 
quality for many years.  
 
USF Verftet (United Sardine Factories) Friday April 1 st 
USF, a former sardine factory was established during the 80s as a cooperation of 
workshops for many different art disciplines like music, performing art, film, craft and 
visual art. Guest studio, exhibition area and café are parts of the environment. 
The walking distance from the city pass through and old part of the city with well 
preserved wooden houses typical for Bergen. http://usf.no/en/usf-brief-info-in-english/ 
Open studios . Marta Nerhus www.martanerhus.no, Birgit Eide www.birgiteide.com,  
Ida Helland, Hansen www.idahellandhansen.no, Ingrid Aarset www.ingridaarset.no 
Gunvor Olsen http://kunsthandverk.herokuapp.com/kunsthandverkere/gunvor-olsen,  
Kari Dyrdal www.karidyrdal.no Adress: Georgernes Verft 12 
 
Galleri Kraft Vågsalmenningen 12. KRAFT – rom for kunsthåndverk, is The 
Norwegian Association for Arts and Crafts’ exhibition space and sales venue in Bergen, 
http://kraftkunst.no/ VINES, new works, Kristina Aas and Karina Nøkleby Presstun,  
 
Dinner at restaurang Matbørsen (substitute Dinner at USF) Friday April 1 st  
A modern restaurant in an old house. Details about the menu at the restaurant. 
Vågsallmenningen 1 http://bergenmatbors.no/ 	
 
Food at the conference 
Mekdes Weldehanna Shebeta	an exchange student from Etiopia is preparing and serving 
all food for us at lunch (2.4) and dinner (31.3 and 2.4). It will be a culinary suprise. 
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Pop up exhibition 
ROM 8: “Added Value” A Pop-up exhibition of textile art by present and former 
teachers from KHiB. Short walk, 5 minutes through the park. 
Rom 8 is situated in one of the several locations of KHiB at Vaskerelven 8. It is an 
exhibition space for presenting projects initiated from the staff.  
On Sunday you can hang around at Rom 8 for networking, coffee and just for fun. 
 
Nordic Textile Art See also www.nordictextileart.net 
Nordic Textile Art is an independent idealistic association. The purpose of the 
association is to be a forum to create opportunities for contacts and to contribute to 
establish new network and meeting places for Nordic Textile Art. 	
	
Annual meeting Nordic Textile Art. Our 2016 conference is placed in Norway this 
year. The annual meetings are held circulating in the Nordic countries. Old and new 
members of NTA are welcome to participate at the annual meeting on March 31 st	
	
NTA board: Elisabeth Brenner Remberg, Josabet Werkmäster, Margareta Bergstrand, 
Anna Segelman, Ella Ekman, Linnea Blomgren and Görel Ekekrantz. 
 
Nordic Textile Council 	
NTC is a reference group to NTA’s Nordic unity. The NTC acts as representatives of 
NTA in their respective countries. NTC involves two artists from each Nordic country 
Denmark      Gina Hedegaard Nielsen svfk.dk/dk/menu/projekter/reservat 

 Vibeke Lindhardt  www.vibekelindhardt.dk	
Finland         Juha Laurikainen  www.hamk.fi 

 Laura Isoniemi                   www.lauraisoniemi.com	
Iceland            Ingiríður Óðinsdóttir            www.ingaodins.net	
                     Hrafnhildur Sigurdardóttir     www.hsig.net 
Norway  Sari Syväluoma                        www.syvaluoma.com,	
Sweden          Elisabeth Brenner  www.designbrenner.se 

Kerstin Lindström                www.kerstinlindstrom.se 
 
The new board of NTA 
At the meeting in Helsinki last year the Annual Meeting decided that the board and the 
Nordic Textile Council would work towards that the board 2016 will be supplied of 
members from all the Nordic countries. Therefore the Nomination Committee proposes 
that the board will be extended with 2 more regular members. Having a Nordic board 
will also make changes in the mission for The Nordic Council. You will find all the 
documents for the annual meeting on the member pages at our website.  
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Bergen Academy of Art and Design See also www.khib.no	
Bergen National Academy of art and Design has had a significant role in the education of 
artists using textile as their medium. From the 70s the weaving and textile printing have 
been the main subjects.  At present the professional staff and well-equipped facilities give 
a good environment for studies and research.	
The textile medium is part of the Art department sharing space, staff and study program 
with the other subjects in the Fine Art-field.  In less than two years the whole academy 
will move to a new building now under construction. The two departments and all 
subject areas will be more able to establish interdisciplinary programs.	
www.khib.no/english/artistic-research/the-norwegian-artistic-research-fellowship-
programme/how-to-apply-for-the-norwegian-artistic-research-fellowship-programme/	
	
What´s on in Bergen? 
 
KODE Art Museum of Bergen 
KODE is one of Scandinavia’s largest museums for art, craft, design and music. 
More information., Meyers allè 3 http://kodebergen.no  
KODE 2 Rasmus Sükran Moral: My Pain My Rebellion 
Child brides, violence against women, female genital mutilation, homophobia and 
polygamy. These are only a few of the themes the Turkish artist Sükran Moral treats in 
her controversial oeuvre. 
	
Kunstgarasjen, Møllendalsveien 15, Bergen www.kunstgarasjen.no/ 
Sissel Blystad http://www.sisselblystad.no Opens 1 April kl. 19.00.  2-3 April 12 – 16  
 
http://www.visitnorway.se/resmal/fjord-norge/bergen/ 
http://www.bergen-guide.com/ 
http://en.visitbergen.com/ 
 
 
 
 
The head team for organizing The Nordic Textile Meeting in Bergen 2016	
NTA board: Textile Artist Elisabeth Brenner, Textile Artist Josabet Werkmäster. 	
Bergen Academy of Art and Design Ass Professor Jon Pettersen and Artist Åse Eriksen. 
 
Phone number: Elisabeth +46 70 44 09 11, Josabet +46 730 55 73 97	
 
 
 
 
MED STÖD FRÅN KULTURKONTAKT NORD OCH  ESTRID ERICSONS STIFTELSE I SAMARBETE MED KUNST OG 
DESIGNHØYSKOLEN I BERGEN	

	


